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! WASHINGTON — Some
rmonths aga, responding Lo
va disereat  Amepfean ve-
‘quest, a Jrench goverps

_iment official asked a

;Frcnch friend wha knows-
;some of "North Vietnam's
jleaders to inquire about
ythe condition of an Amerl-
ican war prisoner,

The roundabout request
was made. Not long there-
fafter the North Vietna-
ymese replied: The Ameri- -
can was dead.

L Ihe reply filtered back
+lo the French offiical, 1o
Whe relatives of the dead

S

Jiman and te U.S. officials
;twhose prime task it is tp
“stry to ohtain relonse of the.

,Iprisoncrs, to find out haw
tmany Hanoi holds, how
-fgthu_y are, and ta get pid to
thew, ,
4 In past months, the UR.®
loflicials ahtainad copics of
ddast  German  telsvision
and Japanese  newsiael
Hilms of Ameriean priso=:
“mevs {n North Vietham, -
"'I‘he ldentities of dgoma
awero established through
sthe films,

iment. monitors pick wup-
jvolee hroadeasts hy priso-.
mers  from  Hangl, (huy
jostablishing  their idonti-
tiny,
Lengthy Sessinns

In 1068 and 1069, during -
lengthy  dehriefing  ses-
siong with nine American

the only ones  released
thus fur by the WNorth
Vietnamease ~ Lhe officiols
were able to conflyrm that
scores of other Americans
were being held.

Last month, representa-
tives of some American

I

bifice in New York City to
rhannel mail between
Hanol-held captives and
their relatives in this

Broadcasts, TV Films and Letters Help" | :

BY TOM LAMBERT
Yimes Statf Writer

".‘not been
swrite to their families, .
i The lelters established .

, the issue,
4 Perjodically, govorn-

prisoperd fraed by Ianai— .

TeVen
“ineamplota,

antiwae groups set up an .

anci POWs

t
c‘]

$

te of Missing Men .

‘country. The mail from
‘Hanoi to date has included
lelters from 70 American
‘prisoners who earlier had
permitied tg’

dhat the 70 men, many of
avhom  had  heen  listed
‘officially here oply as

lmissing," were ipdeed -

captives  in Novth  Viet-

‘mam,
© "From such diverse and
{mpermanent . sources —

"nobody can he sure if al
- man wha wrale a lettar, or
' broadeast or wus nholo-

graphed yesterday is allve:
‘today—officials here have
been trying for five years -
Lo piace together a plcture
of American war prisoners
in. North Vietnani. Some-

have hean held that long, ) .

longer than any American
in any other war in this’
country's history. .

The picture is still dis-
tressingly unclear and un-
finished, And North Viete-

*nam stubbornly pefuses (o

complete it, One roasop s
that the United States and.,

"Nopth Vietnpm have tatul-

ly* Incompatible views on
A
Tssue of ITumanity .
i Ta the United Statos, the”
"prisaners arp an {ssuo of

‘humanity, To Napth Viels
" nam, they pre pawns in be .
cuged  politieally, hostopes
< {0 Hanoi's demand [ 1he
Avithdrawal of all Amevi-

ean forces fram Southeast:
MAsian . -
1 the pinture is widened .
tn - incinda the Vietnam '
wult gone — embraecing
Houth and North Viefnan, .
plus Imod = jt becomos
more unelear and-”
Nohody knowk haw mae -
ny Amarleans ave pyisos
nors of Houth Vietpam's
Yiet Congt punreillas ar they,

Noarth Vietpampse-domin-,

“ted Pathat Lao forces. iny

APPROVED FOR RELEASEC
DATE: 22-Oct-2009

* Americans, nearly all alr-

f"('ounlry, and {hat perhaps
600 of them are prisoncrs,
1 Trom broadcasts, {ilms,

N little, Thay concentrate,

- 1L has space for six lines of

“thaugh abont 16 Ameri-:dels detrimental to tha
cans are "mpispiu gt incseawity of the Domocratjo
Tmos. . “Hepublie of Novth Viet:
As for Novth Vietnam, pam"

the most widely arcoptod Requests Iguaped

official estimate is that 808 qy 0 Nopthy Vietnameso.
P Juve  jgnored  Amorican
. et kL ) J

men, are "missing® I that-n e fiemational Rod
Cross redquests for explan-
allon of the Kinds of

c € oo hehavine that lead to pur:
prisoner letters home, list- 0000 '

* ines by released captives < ‘
an((’l o{her sources,n U.s., ‘,"'l‘hft.V, i"cm? L.O.h(.'wﬁ .
‘officials have identified 5]?5}33‘@3.5“53“(1‘#3 o

[ NIeSs S8, i
have been permitied to-Yietngm can iaterprol
write intermittently to thom any way it choosnas
theiv yelatives, mu,xcl is., m‘l{' Cﬁ'g ydgl“c‘,,even know

known ahout the othep What are. ’
g, , . Narth Vietnam has re- -
)9\.1”1(.1\1{;‘.1 < letlers are joctad American requests’

‘priceless for @ prisoner's’ far lists of thf: captives,
relativeg—in  establishing @ nd  rejatives' requests

“that he is-alive—they toll abou ;L nl)(lwuiu;rﬂ plrl.\-.c—’v

ners, At has  refused Q.

Ty . *ipermit Red Cross yeplees
imaturally, on personal gentatives, evon Red Crass'
‘matters — the captive's prgapizations from Com-’
'health, grostings to his munist counfries, to visit
family—and not on priso- Ul“-’.l“'i“’“{f:'.‘s and eheck on
“ner it - theny condition, N
_nu camp conditions or gt .'.1‘1‘)&“1\'0\'\11 Vietnameso
fellow prisoners. ' . Ted Cross vefuses even to’

The letters are not cen- ' (iscuss the issue of Amevi-
sored, in thal wpitlen ! can way prisopers, s':‘\y."n_ng
words* are not stricken, ihey ave the responsibility

But it is understood the ©f the Defense Ministry
prisoners must submit and the THanol regime,
drafts of their letlers to rwhich lahels the cuptives
North Vietnamese offici«, "war criminals.”

Aals, I(fl H;c drafts ave apy’ . Whe pressing primari-

Jproved, the prisoners cop ' SN IPI
them on a plrcscx‘ilmrl, ﬂ}vt: .ly for the prisoncrs imme-
by sevop-inch letier form. © - *te release, some offici-

als have are: pessic " lic
writing, _ they will alf be freed until

Except for releaned pri= | a war settlemepnt s eon-
soner reports, little is™ cluded. Thiy deduction
known about low " the!!, stems in good part [rom

.caplives are tyopted o - Novth Vietnam's replles to.
where they are held in, .rome celatjves wha have
North Vietnam., There ig. asked for delails about
one camp in the North individual prisoners. .

. Victnamese capital — pri- I'he Nnrth Vietnamese
soners gall it the "Hanoi' have said, in efloct, "go

Hilton" And there  are - Jome. and join. the cam-,
holievad to be several. : Paignlo end thc.wm', and
._]]ﬂh'()nev camps outside” ",,'\Vh(]n the war 13 Sf}’tuﬂd
Hunoi, . - sthe prisoners will qu

[ y '

The North Vietnamese ' frecd: N

‘Inaist the prisoners are ;. I'lr-?'tlcm'n.
yecefving  humanc troat-'- In .the first years that
ment, but they have twjee - Americans were Iosl in
sigadifiogd that assertion, . Noi‘llbzmtnra[m,t the o[ftx*
Himape  treatmopt g 7 ¢ia S effort was o
gronted all Dl‘iﬂmmr.:,i' : olbtuin'.’ir;forlnmtulm abaut-
Alnnpi JRadio sai them~whether. they were.
.Qec gf‘,li, exb d Qll t\YO " prisoners, how they were
W -‘. -n [} C.ep L QIOJD ',‘beiﬂ}x “‘UMQ(}. Qnd £G Ol oc
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Spaign fop velense of (he
o prisoners bogan  phortly
after the United  States
stoppoad  hambing  Nortly
Vietnam in Navewbher,
1068,

T Eneauraged by a Mos-
ey radin hroudeast that
- “hinted the (-n\)tives mipht

«  he {reed, "Ambassador W,
‘ ‘portaptly from the U.S.. .
view, Hanoi has shown '™

» Averoll Hapriman, foymer
" President Johppon's chief
Cnegotintor at the Payis
“opeaewe talks, hegan press-
ving the North Vietnamose
o frea the prisoners, e
~Aried unsuecessfully {n en-
; it the Russiane to help

' - hjm. '
When Presidenl Nixan
panmed Toenry Cahat

The  fipst major came. seems to have bad an

clfect on JHanoi in two
WIYS. .

Pirst, Novth Viemam - poCaek ta permit relus

" lives to ship parcels every
cother month to prisoners

has become ipcreasingly
testy on the prisoner issue,’
indicating that the cam-
paign is drawing somao,

Lattention in Hanoi.

Second, and more im-

-some . signs  of Dbending .
glightly befora the pres-
#ure an the prisoner issue,

.. Thus, as noted, Hanoi.

; Lodge ta suceped Harvis
~man, Lodge venowed {he

o umlnpniﬁn, but without ve-
@ aults,
& Coincidentally, scaves af
wirivate citizens joined in
wtha Novemberp~ launcherd
Seampajpnowhich sthl eon-
“iinues, Clvic eluhg, chureh
Lproyps and individuals
v paid faves {or smme priso-
Lners! wives to {ly to Pavls,
S Itome, India and Cother
Setates o, appeal to the
- North Victhamese, the
.~ Popc and Indira Gandhi
Y for help in obtaining infor-

e emation about the captives,

- Texan 1. Ross Perot
“fiew thousands of food
parcels fo Sputhcast Asia
¢ for the prisoneps—ITanoi
.1 refused to accept theme
- and offered, in efiect, to

‘ ransom all the caplivos, -
Although the prisaner
" campaign. has elioited

Dlitle I any Informatian -
i ghout- the vemainmé

i
v .

| Ametiean captives,

P .

—~.—e -

has  pormitted 70 more
prisoners recently to write
thelr famllics,

Hanol also apgreod this

in North Vietnam, Hercto-
fore, Hanoi had accopted.
pareels only on Christimas, -
1968, -and JPourth.of July
and Christmas Jast year,
"The inferenco is obvious:”
The United States is going

- to continug and intensity

ita campaign foy the, prlsas-
ners' relesse, © -

NONE/UNKNOWN



